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"Dessiner la scéne " highlights the essential contribution of women scenographers to the
history of the performing arts in Belgium from 1927 to the present day. Drawing on
archives, models and previously unpublished materials, the exhibition sheds light on the
careers of women creators who have long been overlooked and interprets scenography

through the lens of gender.

Echoing the history of La Cambre — the first art and design school in Brussels to open its doors to women
in 1927 — the exhibition “Dessiner la scene” is part of a critical genealogy that examines the place of
women in the discipline of stage design. It presents a close examination of their contributions, which were

at once decisive yet insufficiently integrated into the narratives of the performing arts and spatial design.

Conceived as a manifesto-exhibition by curator Annabel Vergne, “Dessiner la scéne” gathers historical
archives, models, working documents and a series of interviews with women scenographers conducted
between 2023 and 2025 by Milena Forest and Clémence Thiery, both alumni of ENSAV La Cambre.
Structured thematically, the exhibition highlights the realities of the profession and the challenges faced
by these creators: invisibilization, structural inequalities and the balance between creative work and

family life as well as artistic commitment, collaboration and transmission.
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While the creative processes in scenography and costume design do not differ according to gender,
“Dessiner la scene” bears witness to the greater perseverance women have had to demonstrate for the
uniqueness and value of their work to be recognized.

Lastly, “Dessiner la scéne” calls for the creation of a genuine ‘matrimony’ of scenography in Belgium. By

encouraging archives to be deposited and by promoting works, it contributes to the writing of a more
balanced and inclusive history of the performing arts.
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